FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
economic or social, if they cannot be political,
and nothing short of a completely new organiza-
tion can restore prosperity to Europe.
The fundamental fact which such a reorganiza-
tion should bear in mind is that Europe is a
relatively small area inhabited by a great mixture
of peoples, with different languages, traditions,
cultures, and histories, who have to live and trade
together, if they are to prosper. The form of
political organization, therefore, indicated by
these conditions is a (rather loose) federation of
States, on the model of Switzerland, divided into
a large number of constituent cantons, conced-
ing to each of them extensive self-government,
respecting each others' rights and tastes, as the
Helvetic Confederation does those of its Germans,
Frenchmen and Italians, and establishing complete
Internal freedom of trade. Instead of which actual
Europe is a tragic object-lesson of the con-
sequences of sacrificing all the goods of life to
the ideal of the National State. The National
State shuts Itself off from human intercourse with
all its neighbours by high tariff walls and vexa-
tious passport regulations, and sedulously culti-
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